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PsAaLM Cxxii. Per. 6. 


Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, the 
” ll Proſper that Love T hee. : 


Hat Rational- Creatures ſhould fo far imi-_ 


- tate the worſt of Brutes, as to ſeek each 
others Deſtruction. by Bloody War, ſeems 
fo unnatural in it ſelf, and is fo hardly re- 
concileable- to «the Principles of Chrilti- 

anity ; that ſome of the Ancient Fathers * thoughs 
it unlawful, and we our ſelves, while we are Enga- 
ged in it, do conftantly pray for Peace : *77s only 
Evil men ( ſaith S. Aug.) who count War their Fap- 
pineſs, the Good are forced to,it by dire wecefſity * . 
-Wherefore Religious Princes make no War out of 
choice, but when there is no. other way to preſerve 


. or reſtore Juſtice and Peace, then thoſe Arms that 


are neceſſary to ſuch ends muſt be Innocent; and 
this is our caſe. We loved Peace for its own fake, 


and while we were allowed to enjoy this Bleſling , 
we daily Praiſed God for it, and prayed for the con- 
tinuance thereof; we endured many Hardſhips, and 
long ſtood on the very brink of Ruin, ſeeming un- 

| | | willing 


* Tertal. liÞ. 
de coron. mil. 
& Arnob. adv. 
gent. lib. 1. 

* Belligera- 
re malis vide-- 
tur feelicita*, 
honis neceſli. 
tas. Aug. C. 
D. tl, 4.6. 15»- 
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good , that nothing but our Sins: can hinder. a Grg- 
cious God from granting it*! - 


is Ordered to. Uſher- in our: Prayers; that we may 


—C DTC ek 


willing to purchaſe our fafety with the loſs of fo. 
dear a thing as Peace : and if the being longer pa- 
tient had only hazarded our Temporal tare, per- 
haps ir might have. been reaſonable we ſhould have 
expected further. * But when the' means of our Frer- | 
nal Salvation was at Stake, and others Faults had | 
reduced us to the unhappy choice of parting either + 
with Truth or Peace ; then that Defence which na- 
ture allows to all became our Duty, and that nece(: 
ſity which forced us into a Defenſive War to, ſectife 
our Liberties and our Religion, will not. only Excuſe 
but Juſtifie us: Yet ro ſhew. our deſign is. only to 
reſtcre and preſerve our Peace, this ur is ſet apart 
by our Gracious Prince, that we by Faſting and Pray- 
er may Addreſs the Lord” of Hoſts, and the God of 
Peace, for a -happy Concluſton to: the Preſent War, 
that it. may end in an Univerſal and Laſting Peace: | 
_— our FERVS AL EMbenn profperity all or ={|* 
AaJsSs 4 $- IT EX 
The Text aſſures us, Prayer is'the means to pro- 
cure this, and Their Majeſties this day require us 
all to take that Method:; becauſe they. truſt: not fo 
much in the. Number or Streogth\ of their” Faxces, 
as in the Aid of Heaven, and the Piety of their de- 
ſign, which is the Repoſe of Europe, and the Peace 
of this Church and Nation: An end fo great and fo | 


To remove which dangerous: Impediment, a Faſt 


confeſs and foriake thofe Sins, by unteigned- Repen- 
tance, which otherwiſe: would make both: our - Sup- 


plications, _ 
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plications, and Their Majeſties Arms, want their de- 
fired Succeſs. We muſt be blinder than he in the 
Goſpel, if we Tee not That God heareth not Sinners *; * Joh. g. 31. - 
that is, Perſevering and Impenitent Offenders. Where- 
fore, fince we are to go this day to the Throne of 
Grace on ſo Important an Errand, as Peace, a Blet- 
fing Infinitely needed, Univerſally defired, and which 
none but te that hates all Iniquity can give us: 
Let us reſoive before we begin to pray, to caſt away 
from us all thoſe Tranſgreſſions which have thus long 
turned away theſe good things from us: Thus Pu- 
rifted, and thus prepared , Let us pray for the Peace 
of Fferuſakm. 

Which words do fo earneſtly perſwade us to this 
neceffary 'dury, and -contain ſuch proper direQions 
and powerful Motives te it, that I hope it will be 
very ferviceable to the ends of this Solemn Day: 


Enft, Clearly: to Explain them, and. then Practically 


to Apply them. But rhe Text cannot well be Ex- 
plained, unleſs we refleft upon the whole Pſalm, and 
confider on what occaſion it was writ, and what Co- 
herence theſe words have with thoſe that precede, and 
thoſe that follow them. 

_ "This 122. Pſalm 'was certainly writ by an Inſpir'd 
Pen-man, becauſe it ſtands in the Cannon; but muſt 


_ be writ after Davids Time; becauſe Feruſalem is cal- « Domus a- 


led here { not the City of David, but) the Seat of the Yicujus ponk 
Souſe' of David-ver. 5. which ſuppoſes David was thed i; ue hr ds. 
dead,and that ſome Righteous King of his Race *,, who mus Acronis, 
profeſſed the true Rehgion,. had his Seat there. And 9/3 Pa 
by the early and continued Apoſtacy of the Kings Rewer. p. 496. 
of ſrael, we may juſtly ſuppoſe there was an Idola-©% 2 
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trous Prince: then Reigning over the/Ten- Zribes.;..Yet 

under that Government there were then many Pigus 

' Tfraelites, who: had” not made their Kings ai com- 

plement of 'their \Religion, and tho*. they lived qui- 

etly under them, - would not follow them to the Calyes 

of Dan and Bethel ; of which ſort God; himſelf. com- 

7 putes 7000. '{ſraelites in Ahabs Perſecuting Reign *; 

2 KinS5 19: but in - more -Peaceable : times: the © true - Prophets 

among theſe Ten 7ribes, kept vaſt Numbers. of that 

Kingdom ſteady to the. true Religion, and.the right 

4 nm OE of Worlhip: _'The Scripture mentions not-only 

1. 11 Chap. their going up..to Feruſalem, on ſome exraordinary 

34- 33-& 35- occaſions * , but ſpeaks of many that went . up. con- 

+2 Ciron.11, {tantly to Worlhip-there + ; -and the Miſna ſpeaks of 

6. . all the Inhabitants of the Aoly Land, coming. to 

the Temple in Troops or Carravans, with their firſt 

Fruits, adding, that this P/a/m was made_..to be Sung 

* Fid.ap.Seld. by this Sacred Company in the way *, which is ve- 

Synedr. lib.3- ry probable, becauſe this Notion is, a - Key. to' the 

Cap-13 P19 whole Pſalm, rendring_ it very: plain and intelligible, 
as this brief Paraphraſe will” ſhew. bg 

Pal. Cxxii. 


Fir, We have their cheerful joyning themſelves 


7]. te-this Pious: Society'; /. was glad when they. ſaid unto 
me, we will go, QC, Es * 

Per. 11. Next, Here is their Reſofutions. to hold 'out- to the 
end of this Religious Journey, Our. feet ſhall ſtand in 
thy gates, QC. FX 3 E0S8ED Ont ant Sogn 

Fer. 111. © Their Reaſons follow, - why: they deſired fo. ear- 


neltly, and reſolved fo firmly to go thither. - 
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- Firft, Becauſe the Kingdom of Fadah profeſſed on- 
ly the one- true Religion, while rae! was divided 
by_ variety,: Jerufalem 7s. buzlt as a City that is at 
Unity in it ſelf. ; - | 
' © Secondly, Becauſe the 'true Believers in the Domi- 
nions of. /ſrael, always adhered to: the right Wor- 
ſhip eſtabliſhed at Fernſalem; . For thither the Tribes 
go up, even the Tribes of the Lord. | 


1. To evidence to their Idolatrous ' Country 
men that they were Apoſtates, 7o reſtifie unto 
—_— x. TY 


2. To grve thanks to the Name of the Lord, for 
preſerving the reſt of thenr in the true Reli- 
' SiON, YL | 


Thirdly, Becauſe Moſes Law ( even in ſecular ca- 
ſes) decided all things in this Kingdom of Fuzah, 
under the Kings of Davids Race : For there is the 
Seat of Judgment , even the Seat of the Houſe of 
David. | | 

Upon theſe Reaſons, the 7ſraelites. ( tho' ſubjects of 
another Kingdom.) exhort one another in the Text, 
to pray for, and love Jeruſalem: 0 ! pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem; they ſhall proſper, &c. | | 

And they aQuually pray for its Peace and Plenty, 
Peace be within thy Walls ( that is, among the Sub- 
As of Judah ) and Plentiouſneſs within thy Palaces ; 
'( that is, to the King and Princes of Jeruſalem.) | 
- Finally, They juſtific this Charity * 

Firſt, Becauſe they were their Brethren, 4nd of the 
T : | B ſame 


Ver. I'V. 


Ver. V. 


Ver. VI, 


Ver. VII. 


Ver, VIII. 
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fame Religion with this Company of Faithful 7/7a- 
elites: For my Brethren and Companions ſake, I will 
ee SAPeray.. 7 1.05 GS, 

And becauſe He Temple and true Worſhip of God 
was there, Tea, becauſe of the houſe. of the Lord our 
God, 1 will ſeek to do thee good. | 

New from this Literal fenſe of the Pſalm, it is 
evident God's People then Believed their firſt and 
chief Allegiance was due to the King of Heaven ; 
whoſe Truth they ought to profeſs and cleave to his 
Worſhip, tho their Natural Prince had forſaken both : 
It was then thought not only to be the duty of all 
the King of Fadahs SubjeQts to pray for the peace 
of tkeir- own King, and the true Religion: which he 
maintained ; . but the pets. Subjects of an Ido- 
latrous Prince, thought themſelves bound in Conſci- 
ence to pray for the Proſperity and Succefs of an- 
ether: King and Nation, where-.the true Religion was 
Profeſſed and Maintained, for the Lords part of the 
Ten Tribes, pray for the. Peare aud Proſperity of Je- 
rufalem. And it ſeems. very. plain, . thatif a War had 
happened wherein the ſafety of rhe Tempte-worſhip 
and Moxnt Sion had been Concerned ; all that beliey- 
<d themſelves obliged to Worſhip there, would have 


[Unanimouſly prayed. for. Fersſalems Proſperity and 


Peace, whoever were the 


vere I Aggrellor, or whoſe Sub- 
+Qs ſoever they-were, . . And 


oubtleſs there was not 


one of Gods People then to. be: found in any Nati- 
on, . who thought his Allegiance ty'd him to with 


or pray for. the Succeſs of any Prince, *who ſoughr 
the ruine of that Religion which he believed to be 


erve ; 1 need not apply this, it is enough that I bave 


ſhewed, 
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ſkewed, All the Members of this Church at leaſt, are 
indiſpenfibly obliged this day, and always, to pray 
for ſuch Princes as profeſs and maintain the Religi- 
an.of this Church : That is, Zo pray for the Peace 
of our. Feruſalem. | | | 
And lo | paſs to the words of rhe Text conſide- 
ed {ingly, wherein we have, | | 
. I. The precept it ſelf, And, | 
2. The Motive Annexed. by way of promiſe. 
Firſt, In_ the precept ( O pray for the Peace of Je- 
ruſalem!) we have,.... | PE 404 
. 1.. The. ſubjet matter of our Prayer, both in the 
encral,- which is Peace ; and in particylar, the Peace 
of Jeruſalem, CZ h 
- 2, Here is the means to attain this Bleſſing, and 


that is by Prayer. O' Pray for the Peace, &c. 


Second, In the Motive, we have a promiſe of pro 
ſperity to all that love it, and thus pray for it. They 
feall proſper that love thee. | | 

Firff, The general ſubje& of our prayers muſt be 
Peace, our,Gad is the God of Peace, our Saviour the 
Prince of Peace, our Religion the Goſpel of Peace; 
by the rules whereof, we are not allowed to pray * M*t-5- 44- 
for the deſtruQtion, no not of our worſt Enemies *, £5: 28 
Balak hired Balaam to curſe, his foes F, the Pagar my = 
Goliah was his own Chaplain, when he curſed David * Sacerdos A- 
by. his Gods||. Some of the moſt Barbarous * Zea- regs ws 
thens, and the modern Turks employ ſome of their ant cape note 
Religious to imprecate all kinds of Vengeance on their nes in Alcibi- 
enemies: And it muſt be from ſame of theſe that OY 
the :Roman Church learned to Curſe their Adverſaries xz74gas 1i- 
with Bell, Book, and Candle. They could. not-rake 44 x 
| | SS. | this Queſt. Rout. 
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this Leſſon” out 'of the 'Gofpel of Jeſus; ! where the - 
contrary is enjoyned, and where the Difciples' (who: 
wiſhed fire from Heaven in their: Maſters quarrel up-=! 
on moſt inhuman wretches )* were told, They tnew- 
ok, what Spirit they were of *, The' Ancient Litur- 
gies had no Forms of execration,' nor are there any 
in ours, which are exactly Copyed from them: ' We 
pray That we may paſs our time 'in' Reſt and Quietneſs, 
and that God will give peace in our days; that, we 
may be delivered from our Enemies, and that the Lord 
may forgive them and turn their bearts. We- pray, 
that he will abate therr Pride, afſwage their. Malice, 
and” confound their Devices ;. but 'we have nor one 


. petition ' for the: deſtruction of their Pefſons. - And. 


therefore while' we are forced to defend our Religi- 


. on and our Country, our. Eibertits and: Lives/againſt 


unjuſt 'Agerefſors; we' endure this neceſſary War: as 
we do 'a Lancet or a bitter Medicine, in hopes by 
this ungrateful means to obtain' the Bleſſed end of. 


| Peace ; our Arms are not put onto Avenge paſt,” buc 


to prevent futute miſchicfs; anid- they ' as well as owr 


Prayers intirely aim- at 'Peace | which our Graci- 
_ olis King deſigns: fo to eſtabliſh both at home and 


abroad, that thofe who delight'in War, may not have 


4t 11. their power, any otherwife than by their wiſhes 


to diſturb ic. Wherefore We'and mixny (other Nari- 


ons are bound to pray for our own fakes, that he may 


proſper ; for this Peace which He fights for is the ehoj- 


Cceſt and moſt comprehenfive' of all earthly Bleſſings, 
'and that which multiplies and gives a reliſh to all 
our” other Comforts; 'dllowing us caſe and opportuni. 

tices to enjoy them: Ima word, "tis the higheſt de. 


gcc 


P SAL. (oxi. Y. 6: 
gree of happineſs on this fide Heaven, andthe moſt 
lovely /and* lively Image of that Glorious pkee which © \-/ 
this lower workd can afford us: And'this'is:the*ge> --- 
neral ſubje& of oor prayets. 195 | 

Secondly, Bur the Peace in my Text is more par- 
ticular, 'tis the Peace of Feruſalem; that is, we muſt 
ptay for:the Peace of Church and State, which I 
will ſhew is the meaning of that phraſe. Mg 

I. Fernſalem'was a very Ancient City, called at firſt 
Salem, and built by Sem (who is the fame with 
Melchiſedec* ) who being Prince of thar City, and */4 Targ. 
Prieſt of the "moſt High God ; made-it rhe Seat of 3510 9 
his Government, and ſetled the true Religion there: 
Whence - Abraham ( being called out of his own 1I- 
dolatrous Country ) was fixed at: Zebron near Sale, 
to be inftruaed' by Sem in the Worſhip of the true _ - 
God *. Buraſterwards this Ciry was enjoyed by the \, ori 
Apoſtate Caxaanites, who called it Febus,' till David of Tithes. Pars 
expelled-them, and their Idols out of it; and then it 1-945: 20: 
regained-its old name of Salem, with an addition of 
Fireh *, from . Abraham's viſion of Peace 'there, and *Gen- 22+ 14- 
ſo it came to be called Feruſalem: - And here David 
placed the 'TabernacleF, and Soom built rhe Tem- + 2$am.6. 16 
ple, making it the Metropolis of the  Fewiſh Nation, 
whoſe High-Prieſt relided there; and all their folemn 
Worthip was confined to that- Place: For which rea- , p,1_,s. 5. 
N fon, it 15 called rhe City of God *. and #he Holy City [} ; } Dan. g- 24- 
which Title: of #o/y Jeruſalem, was ſtamped on the Mat: 4 5+ 
$hekels coined (theres In 'our Saviours time, it fill 
continued to. be. the place: where men ought to Wor- 
hip *; and becauſe our Chriſtian Religion firſt came * John 4+ 20- 
from thence, -the Fathers: call ix - 46 Mother of Relt 
$31 | gion : 
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__ .__gz0x;:, And- both- the. Qld and New. Teſtaments- uſe - 
* Iſai. 24+ 2 the name, Feruſalew, for: the true Charch:*. |. Where- 
 Galat-4+6: {ore to.pray tor the Peace of Jeruſalem, muſt here lig- 
 ___nifie in the firſt place, to-pray for the proſperity of 
the true RELIGION, and. for. the Peace of the 
'2- But further , here was the Palace and Reſi- 
dence of the Kings of Judah, of David's Houle 
| | and Family; whence it was .called the City of .Da- 
*Chron-1-7- yid * in his life time, and afterwards the Seat of the 
+Pfal. 122-7. ZZouſe ,of David +: . There were alſo the. Courts. of 
 ._ - Juſtice, and-the- High. 'Court of the. Savhedrin fate 
; ©. there.. So that this City was alſo the Fountain of 
1 zid. ibia, Law, and is,,thence called the Seat of Judgment || ; 
ſo that Fersſalem is alſo put for the Fewiſh State and 
*Ifa. 37-22. Polity *; and to pray for its*Peace, here ſignifies, to 
« pray. for the fafery;.of the Kingdom of Fudah, and the 
Projperity of that Governmear alſo. 
' And asthe phraſe imports, we ſhould pray for the 
Peace both of Church. and State; fo the Union thar 
is. between them under .a Religious. Prince, requires 
we ſhould not ſeparate them 1n our Supplications: 
For then Religion, and the Government, ſupport each 
other ; their latereſts are. the ſame, they muſt ſtand 
and fall. together... And aur concern.( if. we. be of 
the right.,Faith ). muſt: be great for-the welfare of 
both-theſe; the one being the means. to ſecure our 
Salvation, the other to preſerve our .Lives and Li- 
berries ;,.1o. that-,every one that-hath any. thing to 
Joſe, or that hath, a te; ro.be preſerved, :and. a Soul 
to Le faved,,.is boung:; not only in. duty,' bur? intereſt 
allo ( eſpecially in times: of danger ) to pray' for the 
| Peace 
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Peace of that Church whereof he is a Member, and 
of that Kingdom under which his Faith, as well as 
his perſon, is protected. | oh 


Now to make-theſe prayers as affeQionate, as they 


are juſt-and neceſlary ; I will ſeparately conſider the 
reaſons and motives why we ſhould pray for each of 


theſe moſt heartily at this time. 


Firſt, We muſt all pray for the peace of this Church 
in which we were Baptized, with which we do'com- 
municare, and from which we receive all things ne- 
ceſlary for our Souls health ;-and as no ſort of Chfi- 
ftians have ſo good! a Charch to pray for, 'ſo none 
ought to pray more devoutly than we: For this Church 
hath not omitted 'any one Ordinance that is of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, nor yet added any Invention of her 
own as an Eſſential and Neceſſary part of Religion. 


' Her Faith and Worfhip are' grounded only wpen the 


Word of God, which' is plainly tranflated for all mens 
uſe, and ckarly Expounded, as well as Practically ap- 
plyed in the Rational and Elaborate Writings and Dif. 
courſes of her Miniſters, who have done as much to 
confute' all Hereſfies, and-ro promote Devotion as well 


as Gbod life, as any Clergy ever did. Her forms. 


of Prayer are the beſt compolure, and neereſt to the 
Primitive of any- now-extant: Her Government is 
thar of the pureſt times, and her rules for Diſcipline 
if the Age would bear them ) are an excellent me- 
thod to keep all things relating to the Church in 
good order. f, p 
Finally, When its Children live up to its Princt- 
ples and Conſtitutions, they are the moſt Eminent 
Inſtances 
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I know there are ſome who are indifferent to all 
Religions, becauſe in truth they are of none ; - and 
| indeed value-not_the Church's Peace, fo they 
can live. in-plenty, and wallow: in exceſs; from fuch 
we can expe neither Prayers nor Endeavours: But 
, (bleſſed be God) there are many thouſands of. the 
Beſt and wiſeſt, who aſſiſt us with both, and I hope 
will thereby ſecure our Eſtabliſhed Church, as well 

ainſt the Fation of Mount Gerizim, as the Calves 
of Dax and Bethel. Yea, when this excellent Conſti- 
tution was in danger to be broken in the late Reign, 
the Nation in general oppos'd it ; and ſuch as ſeemed 
not much concernd for the PraQtice of any Reli- 
gion, were zealous to maintain the Profeſſion of 
this ; which was a Demonſtration, that the greater 
Number wiſhed the Peace of our Feruſalem then, 
and do now, I hope, pray for it. But that which 
is moſt to our Satisfation, and. the greateſt Encou- 

ement to our Prayers, is thoſe many wonder- 
ful Providences which have both ſecured this Church 
in the extreameſt Dangers, and at the fame time 
aſſured us, that Heaven is concerned for its Peace 
and Welfare; and if GOD be for us, who can be. a- Soren VII. 


gainſt us * 2 


In a word, we have & very excellent Church to - 
pray for, a Great and Good Company to. join with 
us, a Mighty and moſt Gracious GOD to addreſs 
unto; Wherefore we may juſtly hope theſe Prayers 
ſhall prevail ſo that we _ be delivered from 


that 
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that Violence which would perſecute us, from thoſe 
FaQtions which would ſdpplant us, and from thoſe an- 
happy:Miſtakes which: do divide and weaken us :' And 
then this pure and! well-conftztuted Church will ſhine | 
out in all its. Glory, tothe Honour of G OD, the 
Comfort of- its Deliverers , and: all its faithful Chil- 
dren ; yes, to the Content :and - Wonder 'of all regu- 
lar Reformed Churches. | | 


Secondly , We muſt all pray for 'the Peace: of the 
State allo ; eſpecially when our Governours are (as 
thoſe of David's Houſe were) Profeſſors a Pro- 
teQors of the True Religion. -The Charch. (as St. Am- 
broſe notes). is in the Common wealth, and cannot 
have Peace while that is embroiled: by Sedition, 
ſhaken by Rebellion, or over-run by a foreign Ene- 
my : And: therefore GOD, by. his. true Propher 
Feremiah, orders the Captive. Jews, -To, pray for the 
Peace of the Babylonan Empire - ( which. let them 
ſerve GOD in: their own. way) Secanſe in the Peace 


* Jer, XXIX. thertof they would have Peace *. And in the New 
_ Teſtament, where the Motives to Duty are refined, 
St. Paul perfuades :Chriſtians to: pray for their Go- 

_ verrours,, upors this grouad,,. | Zhat ander them they 
might lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs 

*1Tim XII, ay Honeſty * : Which Argument ſuppoſes ſuch Princes 


2, 3+ 


7 


as would not uſe their own Freedom from other Ene- 
mies, as an Opportunity to. diſturb or deſtroy ſuch 
innocent and honeſt Subjects as the Chriſtians 'were 
for it invites them to pray for. their Governours 
Peace , that they may have a ſhare in all the _ 

| | ings 
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ſings of that Tranquility , which was the Fruit 


of their Prayers: And ( bleſſed be GOD) this 


will be our' caſe, ſo ſoon as our Prayers can pro- 
cure Peace to our King, whoſe chief End, in all 
his Councils, and principal Aim in expoſing his 


Life, is to eſtabliſh the True Religion, and pro- 


cure a happy Peace for all that profeſs it: So: that 


his Victory and Succeſs will turn entirely to our 


Advantage. He hath the Toil and ' Hazard, and 
will have the Glory of this generous Attempt ; 


but the Benefit and Comfort will be to us and 


our Poſterity ; and therefore, by the Apoſile's 
Argument, we muſt pray for Him. 


This Government, under G OD, is the next, 
and ( without Miracles, not to be expected in 
this Age) the only Means to preſerve this Refor- 


med Church: So that it is the ſame thing in ef- 


feXt to pray for the Church, and for its Defen- 
ders; becauſe their Proſperity and ours turn upon 
the fame Hinge, advance or fink in the fame 
Degrees ; they did riſe, and muſt ceaſe tog-ther. 
I confeſs it ſeems very odd to me, that any Pro- 
teſtants ſhould pretend their Conſcience forbids 
them to pray for the Princes who prote& the 
Reformation , or obliges them to wiſh well to 
ſuch as have endeavoured its Extirpation ; becauſe 
I cannot underſtind how 'my Religion can bind 
me to pray againſt tny Religion; or how I can 
be tied to both Parts of a ContradiQtion, that is, 
to pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, and at the 

QC 2 ſame 
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fame time to wiſh they may proſper that hate it, 
and will (if ever it be in their Power). deſtroy ir. 
Tf my Natural Prince, or my neareſt Relation 
were engaged in fo evil a Deſign, my Duty to 
G OD, which takes place of all other Obligations, 
would bind me to pray they might never proſper : 
And if the miſtaken Pretences of Loyalty or Du- 
ty were urged, I muſt plead our Lord's Decifion 
of this Caſe, who faith, Ze that loveth Father or 

* Mat. X. 39. Mother more than me , is not worthy of me *, But 
Bl Ie IR we oy 20 hs Prone bd ng 
-— bp <Raga tn ror | the Enemies and Perſecu- 
eG. Day TH tors of their Religion: I anſwer, 
| eu IN Thu og There is not one Inſtance of any of 
Cyril ep ad Juzenal.ap.Con- the Primitive Martyrs or Eathers, pray- 
cil. Tphel, par. 1. Bin. P- ing that any Prince might proſper in 
47s | his Endeavours to perſecute , or his 
Deſigns to deſtroy Chriſtianity : This will be a new 
Diſcovery , reſerved -perhaps for ſome of thoſe who 
need ſuch « Precedent for their Excuſe. 'Tis true, 
their very profeſſing a new and ſtrange Religion, 
RY ROI HEL _ aQually made them Out-laws, while 
ligiones inrroducunr, quibus *Þ& Reman Empire was Heathen *, And 
anjea ; hominun moveancur, when __ yr Emperours took Ad- 
neſtiores deporrantur, M" yantage by theſe Laws to perſecute, 
mh. _ DE they ſuffered patiently ; but never would 
Lib, 5. Tir, 21. - either Pray or Fight againſt the Chri- 
ſtianity they profeſſed : Yea, they daily and ear- 
neſtly prayed againſt the Evils they ſubmitted ro ; 
and one of their Petitions then was this of my 
Text, For the Peace 7 the Church, Moreover, 


: they 
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they addreſſed to their Perſecytors for Peace, and 

writ ſmart Apologies for themſelves, expoſing the 

Cruelty of their Enemies, and taking notice of all _ 

the Examples of Divine Juſtice upon the Authors 

of thefe barbarous Perſecutions; * They were as * y;9. La@ant.. 
far from wiſhing Croſles, as from worſhipping 4 -w*- ver/e- 
them: + They begged earneſtly for deliverance 4} 6, ec 
from their Enemies, and praiſed God heartily for ram, nec * 
thar Mercy, whether it came from the Clemency 7" 25: 
of the Reigning Emperor, or from the ſeaſonable ' * 
fuccour of a Neighbour Prince: And their Actions 

were a true Copy of our Saviour's Advice, an 

happy mixture of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 

(without its: poiſon) and the Innocence of the 

Dove (without its fimplicity.) F It hath been + 2:4. 10. 
often obſerved by others, and fo 1 will but juſt '*: 
mention it : That thoſe Chriſtians in /taly and 

the Eaſt, who lived under Perſecuting Emperors, 
complained to Conſtantine, who Governed in a ſe- 

paragn ſhare of the Empire, and obtained firſt his 
nterceſſion, and (when that would not prevail) 

his aſſiſtance by Arms, to free them from their 

cruel Sufferings, and their Prayers for the 

Church's Peace, (which then included his Suc- 

ceſs in that defign) were heard by Heaven, to 

which they returned hearty praiſes for that great 
deliverance : Which if it were calmly conſidered 

by our Worthy Brethren, who juſtly admire Pri- 

mitive Patterns, might happily unite us once again; 

fo that all we who agree in our Aﬀeions to this 


Church, might alſo do ſo in Praying — 
or 


'22 P$ AL. Cxxii. v.'6. 
for” its  Deliverers * *-And "the Komaniſts' ' catifiot 
with- any Madeſty object againſt ouri general 'uſe of 
theſe Prayers; becauſe 'ſych' of them as' were Eng/i/þ 
Subjeds, did never ſince the Reformation pray for 
any King of Exgland, or any of the Royal Family by 
| Name (how indulgently Toever they+ were treated) 
* Scethe brief unleſs they profeſſed their 'own Religion *;""'and 
| Method of there is no reaſon why they ſhould be truer to'the in- 
caring Maſs, | 
pag. 43,0544. tereſt of a Corrupt Church,than we are to thoſe of one 
ps a that is purely Reformed, Nor dol ſee why (in a cafe 
n, 193 which I have proved Lawful)'we ſhould not learn 
Wiſdom, even from our Adverfaries. 


And this may ſuffice for the Reaſons, why we 
ſhould pray for our Fersſalem,as it is row 'conſtituted 
in the State,” upot! the: Account of the Church and 
the true Religion it defends. 3: 


But there are bther Conſiderations which are 
more Secular , why we ſhould all now pray for the 
Peace of the Civil Government, becauſe it's Quiet, 
and proſperity is the great Security of our Lives, 
Liberties, and Eſtates. Wars and Tumults may for 
a time, hinder the moſt righteous Princes from ex- 
ecuting the Laws, and doing that Right to every 
Man, as they deſire: But fince we have Rulers, 
who make GO D's Word the Guide of their + 
Conſciences, and the Laws a Rule to. all their Acti- 
ons; we- have but 'one thing to wiſh on their be- 
half, viz. That they may have Peace; for then we 
are ſure, Juſtice will-run down like a Stream, and 

Righteouſneſs 
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Righteouſneſs like a mighty River ; Innocency will 
be guarded, 'Iriduſtry encouraged,” Virtue rewarded, 
and: , Vice every | where diſgraced and ' puniſhed : 
When ſuch Princes have Peace, - all their Subjects 
are-hlefſed- with Right arid” Equity ; Eaſe and Safe- 
ty, Menty and Profperity:;"i they the” Rich*xr& not" 
allowed'to appreſs'the Poor,” nor theſe permitted'to' 
injure or affront:the:Rich ; the: Nobility are /honou- = 
red, the Clergy reverenced; the Citizens: grow: in 
Wealth;: the-Country: abourids'in Plenty, Learning: 
and ingenuous Arts flouriſh, ' Conimerce' #nd Trade ' 
increates by: Sea and Land, and the Nation is quiet 
at home, | feared and honoured abroad ; yea, 'every 
private Man enjoys freely,” and without 'diſturbanice, 
whatever he can .call bis'own, aid 1s as happy as 
his'Heart can: wiſh, or his Condition bear : ſn a 
word, There will be then no leading into Captivity, 
m0 complaining ' in our Streets ;—and all muft grant the 
People: are: Happy, that we in ſuch a Caſe * Fo Pal. CXELV. 
bleſs a-King 'whofe Subjets ſhare with him -in'alt *7 
his good Fortune and Succeſs, is the' way 'for God 
to bleſs a whole Nation at once. So that he doth 
not love his Country, nor his Friends, his Family, 

_ Bor hiniſelf, | who -(fince this 'will be our Caſe, 'fo 
ſoon. as! our Prayers ' can : obtain Peace) will. not 
heartily, and devourly pray for the Peace and Prof- 
perity of .our Jeruſalem. The conſideration of fo 
many ineſtimable'benefirs to the Publick, and every 
private good Magn,if theſe Prayers prevail,muſt encline 
all our Hearts to preſent them with great Devotion. 


Which 


[8 


* Horratur ut 
peras, negabir 


Aung. de verb, 


1. Which brings me to the ſecond particular in 


this Bleſſing ; and the fame holy Spirit, which or- 
ders the Shrek of a Requeſts, my the Peace 

_ Feruſalem, appoints Prayer , as the means te 
- it; which cannot well fail, when he 
that hath power to grant, commands us to ask, 


and thereby - ſhews he intends to give *. Beſides, _ 


this is in every Man's Power to do. He that 


- quod peris? is no Stateſman to adviſe, © nor - Souldier to fight 


Di fee. «© for Peace, may at all times pray for it ; yet, 


$ 
. in Mar, VII. 7, 


+ Phil. 1V, 6, 


| Rom. X. 3. 


neither the Councellor nor Warriors-muſt omit it, 
fince neither Wiſdom , nor" Strength: can prevail 
without the Divine Blefling ; and the reſt of the 
People. ( who will have- a great ſhare in this 
Bleſſing, when it is gained ) can contribute no 
other ways to it , than by their Prayers. Where- 
fore, we ought all to excite one” another to. this 
Duty, as this Holy Caravar in the Text did, 
ſaying, O pray for; or, let us pray for the Peace 
of Feruſalem, 


Prayer is the means to ;procure all Bleſſings ; 
and whatever our Caſe be, the Apoſtle bids ”_ 
to be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
Tra and Supplication ;—to let our Requeſts be 

& Fuown to GODT. Let our Danger be ne- 
ver fo great, we are promiſed, if we call os 
the Name of the LORD, we ſhall be ſaved\. 
And he doth not deſerve ſuch a Mercy as _ 
W 


Precept , which is the means to. obtain 


OO 


i. 
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who will not heartily pray for it, ſince none can 

have a mighty Benefit at a' cheaper Rate: There 

never was any Nation ( who had any Senſe of 
Religion) that did not make folemn Addreſſes 

to their GODS in times of War . Servius tells 

us, the Romans gn ſuch Occafions, went into the 

Temple of MARS, and ſhaking bis Spear and © 
Shield, cried, Awake thou GOD of War *. And . A in 
Turnebus notes, that the Mothers and Siſters of 
the "Roman Souldiers made ſolemn, Vows and 
Prayers, for their return in Peace; afid when they 

came home fafe, they paid thoſe Vows. 


But to return to Scripture; Facob's Prayer pro- 
cured bim Peace from both his incenſed Father in 
Law, and his inraged Brother +. Moſes by the * 52. Chap. 
fame means got a Glorious Victory - over Amalch, * ' © * 
which opened him a Paſhge toward the Land of. 
Canaan ||. Saul 'durſt not encounter the Philiſtines, || Exod. 17. 
till he had armed himſelf with Sacrifice and Pray- '*» 12» 
er; and he refolved to be his own Prieſt, rather 
than begin the Battle without ſo neceſlary a pre- | 
paration *; and when David's ungrateful Foes, , g,, ,, 


combined together againſt him, he gave him- 12, 


ſelf unto | Prayer |; The Famous Conſtantine in + pam, r og. 


that War: which he made to avert the Perſecution, 4- 

drew up a form of Prayer, and taught it to his 

Souldiers; requiring them to ſpend the day before 

the Fight in Faſting -and Supplication, as he alfo 

did |]. And to 'name no more, an Ancient [Evcb. vitt 

Council decrees, There aw be Forms of Prayer ow —prongpyy wy 
| - | y | 
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by the Clergy in, times. of War ," for the Proſperity 

*Concil. Eme- of the Xing, and the Peace: of. the Church *. The 

Anno 65s. 7 ike Command we have now from their prefent 

Majeſties, who thereby declare (with their pious 

Anceſtor , King Edward the Confeſſor,) 7'art 

h they truſt more in the Churches Prayers, than in all 

* Spelm. Leg: other Weapons *-> For indeed, this is the way 

con to gain the Favour of Heaven, and JESUS 

Concil. rom.1 himſelf to be on our Side. Our Enemies no doubt 

have fought their Holy Fathers BenediQtion , 

applyed to. Saints and. the Bleſſed Virgin : But 

we call. only upon the Name of FJ E SUS 

CHRIST; and I hope it will prove, as it 

did of Old, in the great Battle of Poidtters, 

. when the French, who had got the Pope's Blef 

ſing, were: beat by the Emg/iſþ, who truſted 

in CHRIST their Saviour; Men ſaid (they 

are the Words of an old, but honeſt Monkiſh 

Hiſtorian.) Behold the Pope was. on the French, 

and FESUS on the Engliſh Side ; ſo that wehave 

+ Knighton ſeen this Day,which of theſe can to moſt for his Friends. 
Chronic. pag. 

T'7 Let us therefore firmly truſt mn CHRIST, 

and Pray to: him; Devoutly, and the Event will 

be ſo now , to the Glory. of the GO D we ſerve 


and our univerſal Satisfadion : Only let us 


take care to Repent unfeignedly of all our 
Sins, Which otherwiſe will obſtru& the ſucceſs, 
both of our Prayers, and our Arms alſo: If we 
forſake not our Iniquities, they will be our worſt 
Enemies, and cauſe GOD: to: depart from = 

an 


' our Souls with Faſting, and pour ont moſt hear- 
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and theri with him we loſe all pood things, and 


may fear, all kind of Evils wilf break in upon 
us. To prevent which, ſet us this Day humble 


ty Prayers, fo ſhall we pain his Favour, of whoſe 
Help we have ſuch preſent need, and who alone 
can give us that which we ſo much deſire, even 
Peace upon our Iſrael. | 


FII. Laſtly, We muſt briefly furvey the Promiſe , 
which is aft excellent motive to excite us'to pray 
for Fernſalem's Peace; - for we are aſſured, They 
ſhall proſper that love it. Now Firſt, this plain- 
ly ſuppoſes, that all that pray for its Peace, do 
fincerely love it, and that all Feruſalem's Friends 
will expreſs their Aﬀetions by their © Prayers for 
it; the Confequence whereof is, that they are 
Enemies both to Church and State, who at fuch 
a time as this, withold their Prayers: But here- 
by they hurt themfelves, more than Jeruſalem; 
for we may gather from the Text, that ſuch as 
hate it ſhall not proſper: It may be faid of true 
Religion, as it was of Abraham*, Bleſſed ſhall * Gen, 12. 
he be that Bbleſſeth it, and curſed he that curſeth it, 3 


Theſe Men rather gratifie their Humour, than 
conſult their Intereſt, They may fret and repine 
at the Succels, and fecrely wiſh the Ruin of 
Feruſalem: But it ſhall fo proſper, that they ſhall 
be continually vexed, aid as miſerable as provo- 
ked Envy can make them: While they that 

D z love 
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{% 


* Jun. & Tre- 


mel. in loc; 
Pla); 122. 6: 


love and pray for Feruſalem, have GO D's Pro- 
miſe, They ſhall proſper (as we read) or, They 
ſhall be quiet * ( as Junius tranſlates): From which 
different Verſions, ( both agreeable to the Origi» 
nal ) we expound the Promiſe two. ways. 


Firſt, That thoſe who love and pray for Je- : 


ruſalem, fall proſper in thoſe Prayers, and pre- 
vail with GOD to grant them the fatisfaftion 
of ſecing this War coneluded by an advantageous 
and laſting Peace : And Oh!how great a delight will it 
be to a true Lover of his Religion and his Coun- 
try, to ſee them ſctled in Peace, and flouriſhing 
in -Proſperity ; eſpecially, when he hath this additi- 
on to his Comfort, that he contributed to it by 
his Prayers? And how can thoſe Prayers. fail, 


which are made by GOQDs own direRtion, and 


founded upon Principles of ſincere Piety, and uni- 
verſal Chariry > It may be this. Lover of Feruſal/em 
might have ſhifted well enough, though the Publick 
ſhould be ſtillembroiled ;, bur he- conſiders the mi- 


feries and loſſes of Thouſands while the War conti- 


nues, and if it prove unſuccesful at laſt, he foreſees 
it may coſt . many Millions their: Lives, . ruine the 
Liberties of the Nation, and bring the eſtabliſh'd 
Church under a fatal perſecution; and- while he 
reflets on this with a noble Compaſſion , he 
earneſtly prays for Feruſalem's Peace and. Profperi- 
y and - ſuch Devotion and. Charity can never 
141i. . | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, When G O D hath heard theſe Prayers, 
He ſhall be quiet ; that is, enjoy freely the Bene- 
fits of that Peace, which his humble Petitions pro- 
cured: Tt is promiſed to thoſe that fear GO D (as 
theſe Men tertainly do) That they ſhall ſee Jeru- 
falem in Proſperity all their Lives long * ; and this * Pfal. 128. v; 
no doubt will double all the Comforts of their private * * 
Fortunes, to behold true Religion freely profeſſed 
and generally practiſed ; to fee the Church in Peace 
and Safety, and its Deliverers -reaping the Fruit of 
their Labours, and the juſt Reward of their -Chari- 
ty; while they abound in Wealth and Honour , 
and all their SubjeAts ſhare with them in Plenty 
and Proſperity : What can be a more pleaſing Pro- 
ſpe4, than to Jive in thoſe ZZalcyo» Days, when 


'the Miſeries of War are all blown over, and all the 


Bleſſings of Peace reſtored 2 And when we may not 
only freely enjoy our Eſtates,our Liberties,and our Re- 


' ligion all. our time; but leave them all for an In- 


heritance to our Children? Methinks, the hopes of 
of this at ſome diſtance, being grounded on this 
moſt gracious Promiſe, ſhould make us all with 
theſe pious 1ſraelites, zealoufly and importunately 


| pray for our Feruſalem, That Peace may be within the 


Walls of the Church and of our Cities, and Plenty 
within the Pallaces of our Governors. Here live our 
Brethren and Relations, our Friends and Compani- 
ons.; and ſhall we wot wiſh them Proſperity > Here 
alſo is the Houſe of the LORD our GO OD, and we 
who Worſhip there, ought to ſeecke its welfare, and to 

be 
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be as unanimous in our Prayers and Endeavours 
for its good, as we are in profeſſing. our Love to 
Et | : 


Now the GOD of Peace grant us all tobe like mind-_ 

SEES ed *, and to have a right Judgment in all things ; that 

*+ Phil. 2. v2» , {4 

| being united at home in our Prayers and A4ffeftions, we 
may the ſooner obtain Viftory abroad aver our common 
Foes, and procure the univerſal Bleffing of a firm and 
laſting Peace; to which let all the People ſay Amen. 
And in hopes of which, let us aſcribe to GOD the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, all Honour and Glory, Power 


and Praiſe, which is moſt due from us, and all the 
World, now and ever, Amen. | 


